
Town Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: June 11, 2026 

Re: Draft minutes of the June 2 Town Board meeting 

  

 
Please review the attached. 

 
 
 
 



 
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2, 2026 MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF 
POUND RIDGE HELD AT 179 WESTCHESTER AVENUE, POUND RIDGE, NEW YORK, AND 
VIA ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE, COMMENCING AT 7:30 PM 
 

 

PRESENT: DEPUTY SUPERVISOR/COUNCILPERSON DIANE BRIGGS  
COUNCILPERSON ALISON BOAK (via videoconference) 
COUNCILPERSON NAMASHA SCHELLING   
COUNCILPSERSON DANIEL PASCHKES   

ALSO 
PRESENT: TOWN ATTORNEY WILLIAM HARRINGTON  

TOWN CLERK ERIN TROSTLE   
NOT 
PRESENT: SUPERVISOR KEVIN HANSAN 
 
 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING  

Deputy Supervisor Briggs called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm. 
 
II. CALL FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, 
all voting aye, to call for an executive session at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 for a 
personnel matter. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The annual Pound Ridge Bake-Off Challenge will be held on the Village Green 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday, June 13. 

• The Recreation Department will host a Senior Picnic and Barbecue at the Market 
Square from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm on Thursday, June 18. 

• A Juneteenth Celebration organized by the Human Rights Advisory Committee in 
collaboration with the Town of Bedford will be held at the Bedford Hills 
Community House on Friday, June 19 from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm.  

• The 2026 Primary Election will be on Tuesday, June 23, with early voting offered 
at the Town House June 13–21.   

 
IV. MINUTES 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Boak, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, all 
voting aye, to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2026 Town Board meeting. 
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT I 

Resident John McCown raised questions about various scenarios, some hypothetical, 
involving the water district. 
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Resident Katherine Biagiarelli asked whether the vacant Highway Superintendent 
position had been advertised and was told that it had been. 

Resident Michael Hammer asked when the town’s annual July 4 celebration will be 
held this year and was told that it will be on July 4. 

Resident John Nathan asked for explanation of the State Comptroller’s order 
regarding the water district. 

 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Town Clerk – Presentation of State Comptroller’s final order regarding 

establishment of Scotts Corners Water District 
 

In accordance with the requirements of Town Law §209-f, the Town Clerk presented 
the following order of the New York State Comptroller to the Town Board: 
 
 
State of New York Department of Audit and Control 
             
 

In the Matter 
of the 

Application of the Town of Pound Ridge, Westchester County, New York,  
for permission of the State Comptroller to establish Scotts Corners Water District  

in said town, pursuant to Article 12-A of the Town Law 
              

 
WHEREAS, application has been duly made to the undersigned by the Town Board of 
the Town of Pound Ridge ("Town"), Westchester County, New York, through its 
Supervisor, pursuant to section 209-f of the Town Law, for the permission of the 
State Comptroller to establish Scotts Comers Water District ("District") in said Town 
in accordance with such application; and  
 
WHEREAS, we are informed that the proposed improvements will benefit 39 parcels 
along Westchester Avenue in the Scotts Comers hamlet in the Town, and that the 
improvements will connect to the existing treated water storage tank owned and 
operated by the Aquarion Water Company ("Aquarion") located at the Pound Ridge 
Golf Club on High Ridge Road, and that Aquarion will supply water to the District 
pursuant to a forthcoming agreement with the Town, upon substantially the same 
terms and conditions as those set forth in the Water Supply Agreement Term Sheet, 
executed by the Town and Aquarion on March 4, 2026; and  
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WHEREAS, we are informed that the Town will not charge property owners a hook-
up fee to connect to the proposed improvements; and  
 
WHEREAS, we are informed that the Town has been awarded a Water Infrastructure 
Improvement Act grant in an amount not to exceed $7,634,900 for the project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town has applied for financial assistance through the Drinking Water  
State Revolving Fund ("DWSRF"), which is administered by the New York State 
Department of Health and the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation, 
and we are informed that the project is listed on the 2026 DWSRF Intended Use 
Plan, indicating eligibility to receive subsidized financing; and  
 
WHEREAS, notice of such application to the State Comptroller has been given to the 
County Legislature of Westchester County, New York, by the State Comptroller in 
the manner prescribed by section 209-f of the Town Law; and  
 
WHEREAS, the undersigned has duly examined such application,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to such examination and upon such application of the 
Town Board of the Town of Pound Ridge, the undersigned does hereby find and 
determine after due deliberation: 
 

(1) That the public interest will be served by the establishment of Scotts 
Comers Water District in the Town of Pound Ridge in accordance with 
such application. 

(2) That the cost of the proposed Scotts Comers Water District will not be an 
undue burden upon the property therein in accordance with such 
application. 
 

I, THOMAS P. DiNAPOLI, Comptroller of the State of New York, do hereby order that 
such application of the Town Board of the Town of Pound Ridge for permission to 
establish Scotts Comers Water District be, and the same hereby is, approved and I 
do hereby permit the establishment of said district, in accordance with the Town's 
resolution, adopted by the Town Board on July 2, 2024, at a cost not to exceed 
$10,907,000, including any applicable aid, as sought in the application.  

 
In taking this action, my role, as set forth in Town Law§ 209-f, is to "determine 
whether the public interest will be served by the establishment or extension of the 
district and also whether the cost thereof will be an undue burden upon the 
property of the proposed district or extension." However, my approval pursuant to 
this statute is based on the information reported in the application and should in no 
way be construed as a determination as to the factual accuracy of information 
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included in the application. That judgment rests with the appropriate Town of Pound 
Ridge, New York officials. My approval herein only reflects that the public interest 
will be served based on the statement explaining the factors which the governing 
board considered in making its determination that the proposed improvements are 
in the public interest, and that the estimated costs set forth in the application would 
not constitute an undue burden upon the property within the District.  
 
Any increase in the maximum amount proposed to be expended for the 
establishment of the District would need to be authorized by the Town Board under 
Town Law § 209-h, which may require further approval by the State Comptroller. 
 
Executed in duplicate by the Comptroller of the State of New York, this 27h day of 
May, 2026. 
 
  THOMAS P. DINAPOLI 
  State Comptroller 
   
  /s/ by Robin L. Lois 
  Deputy Comptroller 
 
 
In response to Mr. Nathan’s request for interpretation of the State Comptroller’s 
order, resident Jill Faber said that the order is a legal document and that only the 
plain meaning is relevant. 
 
Pointing out that information in the town’s application for water district formation is 
being challenged in court, Mr. Nathan asserted that approval of the application is 
contingent on the court’s determination. 
 
Ms. Faber stated that a lower court has already ruled against the party challenging 
the accuracy of the town’s application and that the appeal is still pending. 
 
Mr. Nathan said that the case was dismissed on a technicality and was not decided 
on the merits. 
 
Councilperson Paschkes corrected Mr. Nathan’s earlier assertion, noting that the 
order plainly states that “a determination of the factual accuracy of the information 
included in the application…rests with the appropriate Town of Pound Ridge, New 
York officials.” 
 
 
 
 



Page 5 
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE TOWN BOARD 
TOWN OF POUND RIDGE 
POUND RIDGE, NY 
June 2, 2026 
 

 
The Town Attorney explained that the purpose of presenting the order was merely 
to make the public aware that it has been received.  The next step is for the Town 
Board to accept the final order, but that is only one step in a long process.  The 
board will consider the final order and make a determination regarding acceptance 
at a future meeting. 

 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Boak, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, all 
voting aye, to call for a public hearing on June 16, 2026 to consider accepting the State 
Comptroller’s final order. 
 
 

B. Building Department – Appointment of Mary Anne Clampitt 
RESOLUTION 146-26 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Schelling, seconded by Councilperson Paschkes 
on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby appoints Mary Anne Clampitt as full-
time Assistant Building Inspector effective June 3, 2026. 

ADOPTED: Boak AYE 
 Briggs AYE 
 Paschkes AYE 
 Schelling AYE 
 
 

C. Highway Department – Purchase of Blower 
The matter was tabled to allow time for investigation of electric-powered alternatives. 
 
 

D. Town Clerk – Repurchase of cemetery plots 
RESOLUTION 146-26 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling 
on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the repurchase of Plots 256-A 
and 258 (three gravesites) in Section 2 of the Pound Ridge Cemetery at the 
original purchase price of $350.00 per gravesite, or a total of $1,050.00. 

ADOPTED: Boak AYE 
 Briggs AYE 
 Paschkes AYE 
 Schelling AYE 
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VII. PUBLIC COMMENT II 

There were no additional comments from members of the public. 

 
VIII. FINANCIAL MATTERS – Pay bills 
RESOLUTION 144-26 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, 
on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to pay the 
following claims as detailed in Abstract 10-2026: 

 
Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 
General Fund A00468–A00522 $61,578.10 

Highway Fund D00157–D00168 $4,735.39 
Trusts & Agency AT00029–AT00030 $4,775.00 

 
 
ADOPTED: Boak AYE 
 Briggs AYE 
 Paschkes AYE 
 Schelling AYE 
 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Town Board, 

Deputy Supervisor Briggs adjourned the meeting at 8:36 pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
Erin Trostle, Town Clerk 
Dated at Pound Ridge, New York 
June 5, 2026 









 
 

Kevin C. Hansan 
Supervisor 

 
Nicole Engel 
Chief of Staff 
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Town Council 
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To: Pound Ridge Town Board 
From: Kevin Hansan, Town Supervisor 
Date: June 16, 2026 
Re: Recommendation to Appoint Joseph Capalbo as Town Superintendent of Highways 
 
Members of the Town Board, 
 
Following the retirement announcement of Highway Superintendent Vincent Duffield and the recruitment 
process conducted with the assistance of the Town’s Human Resources consultant, I am recommending the 
appointment of Joseph Capalbo as the Town of Pound Ridge’s next Town Superintendent of Highways. 
 
Mr. Capalbo has accepted a provisional offer of employment, subject to Town Board approval and applicable 
Civil Service requirements. Under the proposed terms, his anticipated start date will be July 1, 2026, at an 
annual salary of $135,000, paid bi-weekly. He will be appointed on a provisional basis pursuant to New York 
State Civil Service Law and Westchester County Civil Service Rules and will be required to successfully 
complete a probationary period of not less than twelve (12) weeks and not more than fifty-two (52) weeks. 
 
Consistent with the terms negotiated, Mr. Capalbo will receive one (1) week of vacation leave upon hire, with 
an additional two (2) weeks of vacation credited on January 1, 2027. He will also be eligible for the benefits 
and policies outlined in the Town of Pound Ridge Employee Handbook. 
 
The Highway Department is one of the Town’s most critical operational divisions, responsible for maintaining 
our roads, drainage systems, snow and ice control operations, and supporting numerous municipal functions. 
After reviewing the candidates and considering the Highway Department’s future needs, I believe Mr. Capalbo 
possesses the experience, leadership qualities, and commitment to public service necessary to successfully 
lead the department and continue the high level of service our residents expect. 
 
Accordingly, I respectfully recommend that the Town Board approve the appointment of Joseph Capalbo as 
Town Superintendent of Highways under the terms outlined above and authorize all necessary personnel 
actions to effectuate his employment. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kevin Hansan 
Town Supervisor 
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To: Pound Ridge Town Board 
From: Kevin Hansan, Town Supervisor 
Date: June 16, 2026 
Re: Recommendation to Appoint Vincent Zafonte as Cemetery Commissioner 
 
Members of the Town Board, 
 
I am writing to recommend the appointment of Vincent Zafonte to serve as the Town of Pound 
Ridge’s Cemetery Commissioner, effective immediately. 
 
The Town’s cemeteries are among our most important historic and community assets, serving as the 
final resting place for generations of residents, veterans, and community leaders. The Cemetery 
Commissioner plays a vital role in overseeing the maintenance, preservation, and administration of 
these properties while ensuring that they continue to be managed with dignity, respect, and care. 
 
Mr. Zafonte has demonstrated a strong commitment to the Town and possesses the judgment, 
reliability, and attention to detail necessary to fulfill the responsibilities of this position. I am 
confident that he will work collaboratively with Town staff, volunteers, veterans’ organizations, and 
community groups to maintain and preserve our cemeteries for future generations. 
 
I recommend that the Town Board appoint Vincent Zafonte as Cemetery Commissioner effective 
immediately and authorize an annual stipend of $3,000, consistent with the compensation 
established for this position. 
 
I appreciate the Board’s consideration of this recommendation and respectfully request approval of 
this appointment. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kevin Hansan 
Town Supervisor 

 
 



LOCAL LAW NO. ___2026 
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 113 OF THE TOWN 

CODE PROHIBITING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS IN THE TOWN, 
 
WHEREAS, this Battery Energy Storage Systems ( hereinafter " BESS") Law is adopted 
pursuant to Article IX of the New York State Constitution, §2( c)( 6) and ( 10), New York Statute of 
Local Governments § 10 ( 1) and (7), Town Law §§ 261- 263, and Municipal Home Rule Law of the 
State of New York § 10, which authorize the Town of Pound Ridge to adopt zoning provisions 
that advance and protect the health, safety and welfare of the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 25, 2025, the Town Board enacted a temporary moratorium on the review 
of projects involving BESS within the Town and thereafter extended such moratorium twice, most 
recently on March 24, 2026, for an additional six (6) months, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town recognizes that New York State has sought to promote renewable energy 
generation and storage, but such policies do not warrant the establishment of BESS facilities in every 
municipality where local safety, environmental and land use concerns are of the utmost importance; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town recognizes that New York State has adopted updated Codes through the 
New York State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed coverage of recent BESS fires in Jefferson, 
Orange, and Suffolk Counties, as well as numerous other incidents throughout the country; and 
 
WHEREAS, following a 2023 fire in Warwick, New York, its Town Supervisor advised 
other municipalities to reevaluate zoning and permitting requirements to prevent these facilities 
from being sited near schools, parks, and other sensitive places; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town has determined that BESS facilities pose a potential significant threat to the 
public health, safety and welfare, and 
 
WHEREAS, research indicates that the common approach to fighting fires at BESS 
locations is to let the fire burn out, rather than actively fight the fire, which would require the local 
volunteer fire departments to maintain and control the area around the fire for an extended period 
of time, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has concerns that a fire at a BESS facility could release harmful 
toxins into the air, water, and soil, affecting air, water, and soil quality at neighboring properties, as 
well as in the Croton and Long Island Sound watersheds, in the Mill River, Trinity Lake, and 
Siscowit Reservoirs, the WardPound Ridge Reservation County Park, wetlands, and schools, within 
the Town, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has studied the regulations of numerous municipalities and their 
regulation of BESS facilities, including, but not limited to, Town of North Salem, Town of Mount 
Pleasant, Town of North Castle, and Town of Mount Kisco; and 
 



WHEREAS, the Town Board seeks to mitigate the impacts of BESS facilities on the Town’s natural 
resources, including floodplains, wetlands, the Croton and Long Island Sound watersheds, and the 
Mill River, Trinity Lake, and Siscowit Reservoirs; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board declares the adoption of this Local Law a Type 1 Action 
under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act, 6 NYCRR Part 617 and Article 8 
of the New York Environmental Conservation Law (SEQRA); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has declared itself to be Lead Agency for environmental purposes of 
review pursuant to SEQRA, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board seeks to amend its zoning to address the above mentioned concerns 
relating to large-scale BESS public utility facilities within the Town, and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Chapter §113-2.B and §113-25 of the Town Code 
of the Town of Pound Ridge hereby amended as follows:  
 
CHAPTER 113, ZONING SHALL BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:  
DEFINITIONS  
Add Definitions as follows: 
BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS)  
One or more devices capable of storing energy in order to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to 
include a stand-alone 12-volt car battery or an electric motor vehicle.  
BATTERY(IES)  
A single cell or a group of cells connected electrically in series, in parallel, or a combination of both, 
which can charge, discharge, and store energy electrochemically, excluding batteries utilized in consumer 
products.  
 
Amend existing § 113-2.B Definitions as follows:  
PUBLIC UTILITY  
Persons, firms or corporations supplying gas, electricity, water, power, transportation, cable, television or 
telephone service to the general public. This definition shall not bestow any special status or standing not 
already provided by state or federal law. Also, this definition does not include battery energy storage 
systems (BESS), BESS stations or similar BESS facilities.  
 
PROHIBITED USES  
Addition of new subsection § 113-25  
25. Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS), except those systems dedicated to providing energy 
primarily for the property on which it is located.  













































































Town Clerk’s Office 

 
MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: June 11, 2026 

Re: Archival record storage 

 
Under the supervision of Town Historian Johanna O’Keeffe and Pound Ridge Historical Society 
Archivist Emmett O’Keeffe, a graduate student intern recently started scanning town records dating 
from the late 1700s and early 1800s.  Some examples are attached.  Many of these records were 
found in filing cabinets in the basement of Conant Hall, and some are in poor condition.   
 
This work is being done using PRHS’s overhead scanner, which is suitable for digitizing fragile, 
folded, and bound documents without having to flatten them.  We are fortunate not to have to buy 
a scanner or pay for labor, but we do need to buy archival storage materials to prevent future 
deterioration of the original records after they are scanned.  Below is an estimated list of storage 
materials needed. 
 
 Item Unit Cost Number  Item Total 

 Archival storage boxes  $14.75 20 $295.00 

 Polyester sleeves (pack of 500) $386.30 4 $1,545.20 

 Polyester label holders (pack of 12) $22.50 2 $45.00 

 Acid-free folders (pack of 100) $38.70 2 $77.40 

 Acid-free 3-flap folders (pack of 10) $22.14 5 $110.70 

 External hard drive (5 TB) $219.00 1 $219.99 
     

Grand Total $2,293.29 
 

The purchase of these materials was not budgeted, so I am requesting a transfer from contingency to 
budget line 1410.0400 (Town Clerk – Departmental Supplies and Expense) in the amount of $2,500.00. 



 

Town Supervisor William Fancher’s oath of office (1797) 

 

 

  



Tavern License for David Weed (1803) 

 



Town Clerk’s Office 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: June 11, 2026 

Re: Special event permit applications 

Please review the attached permit applications for the following events: 

Location 

Village Green 

Event 

Sister City Event 

Menorah Lighting 

Organizer 

Donna Volpitta 

Chabad of Bedford Village Green 

 

Date 

June 26, 2026, 

December 5, 2026  

The Rec Department has confirmed that there are no conflicts on the proposed dates, and the Police 
Chief has indicated that no dedicated police assistance will be needed.  Clarification may be needed 
regarding organizer responsibility for garbage and insurance. 











































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edward Forbes, Chairman 

Town of Pound Ridge 
 

 

Rebecca Amir 
Gina 
Federico 
Amy Lee 
Susan Markowitz 
Toni Nagel-Smith 
Joseph Seton 
Chris C. Shaffer 
Cathal Whelan 
Nicole Engel, Secretary 
Namasha Schelling, Town Board Liaison 
Johanna O’Keeffe, Town Historian 

 
 

Landmarks & Historic District Commission 
 

To:    Pound Ridge Town Board Members 

From: Ed Forbes, Chairman, Landmarks & Historic District Commission  

Re:   Landmarks Commission 50th anniversary banners in Scotts Corners 
 

The Landmarks and Historic District Commission is celebrating its 50th year of service to Pound 
Ridge in 2026. We are requesting permission from the Town Board to hang banners marking 
that celebration in Scotts Corners this summer and fall. The banners will be grouped in five or 
six groups of three. We propose to hang the banners from early July through the end of the 
year, when road crews will remove them. 

The banners, designed to be hung from the streetlight poles in Scotts Corners, measure 18 by 
37 inches. 

 
Attached, please find images of the banners. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Ed Forbes 
Chairman 
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Kevin Hansan Alison Boak Dan Paschkes Diane Briggs Namasha Schelling Other
Boards, Commissions, & Committees:
Audit Bills X
Board of Assessment Review X
Board of Ethics X
Climate Smart Communities Task Force X
Conservation Board X
Highway & Maintenance X
Housing Board X
Human Rights Advisory Committee X
Landmarks & Historic District Commission X
Office of Emergency Management X
Old Pound Road Committee X
Open Space Advisory Committee X
Planning Board X
Police Department X
Recreation Commission X
Sustainability Committee X
Water Control Commission X
Zoning Board of Appeals X
Other:
BCSDNY X
East of Hudson Watershed X
Environmental Initiatives Advisors Elyse Arnow
Fire District X
Library Board X
New Dawn X
Sustainable Westchester X
THRIVE X
Trails Working Group TBD
Water Wastewater Task Force X
WEMS Tom Mulcahy
Westchester County Shared Services X
Wireless Communication X
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